Basic uses of Inkscape for scien ﬁc publica ons

Course descrip on

Human brain processes graphic material very efﬁciently; so much so that people have a
preference for images and, in many cases, we need to see to understand.
Graphic elements are the ﬁrst thing that a racts our a en on in an ar cle, scien ﬁc poster,
project proposal or slide show. Furthermore, these graphic elements, such as diagrams,
illustra ons and data graphics, are what allow us to understand concepts that would be
diﬃcult to understand using only numbers and text.
However, designing the artwork can be a diﬃcult task to tackle. It is not surprising, since in
the scien ﬁc career it is very rare to ﬁnd a faculty, course or subject where it is taught how to
create and integrate graphic informa on appropriately.
In order to remedy this deﬁciency, this course aims to teach working methodologies, basic
design knowledge and tools to create graphic material that complements scien ﬁc texts in
an ideal and eﬀec ve way.
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Objec ve
To learn working methodologies, basic design principles and tools to create quality visual material
complementary to scien ﬁc discourse.

General skills
Principles of graphic design
Knowing the factors that help to create more accessible and a rac ve informa on.
Logical design
Planning and reasoning each element of the graph.
Tool
Learning the Inkscape program to create and redesign artwork.
Digital image
Acquiring basic concepts of digital imaging.
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Targeted at
People working in the world of science who need to communicate their science visually
in ar cles, conferences, theses, project proposal, etc.

Features and requirements
20 par cipants maximum.

Approximately 25 hours of online work.

Computer with INKSCAPE program installed and internet connec on.

Pencil and paper to carry out exercises.
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Methodology and contents
IIn the days prior to the start of the course, you will receive your username and password to access
the online pla orm h p://elearning.norarte.es/ where par cipants will have access to the course
resources.
Contents:
• Inkscape crea ons for science
• The digital image
• The crea on process
• Basic concepts of graphic design
• Basic concepts of data visualisa on
• Resources and bibliography.
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Methodology and contents
The par cipants will have at their disposal the slides of the teachers, the video‐tutorials to
familiarize themselves with the program and more advanced video‐tutorials, in total more than 4
hours distributed in more than 30 videos most of them less than 10 minutes long.
Forums will be available at all
videoconferences will be possible.

mes for par cipants to make queries and occasional

Diﬀerent exercises will be proposed so that par cipants can control the programme and create
their own ﬁnal project for a future scien ﬁc publica on.
The tasks to be carried out in order to pass the course will be:
• Basic Inkscape exercises
• Advanced exercises
• Sketch, design and crea on of own ﬁnal project to be developed by the par cipant.
• Export of data graphics, import and re‐design in Inkscape
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Some vector graphics
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DO IT VISUAL!

NorArte studio
Visual Science
www.norarte.es
+34 644 023 657
info@norarte.es
Basque Country

Thanks for your a en on

